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NMFS transfer that permit to a vessel 
of a length calculated from the length 
of the permitted vessel immediately 
prior to downsizing. 

(ii) There are no vessel size limita-
tions to obtain a permit for the north-
ern zone via transfer. 

(d) Permit renewal. NMFS will not 
renew a commercial vessel permit for 
South Atlantic golden crab if the per-
mit is revoked or if the RA does not re-
ceive a required application for re-
newal within 6 months after the per-
mit’s expiration. See § 622.4(h) for the 
applicable general procedures and re-
quirements for permit renewals. 

[67 FR 22361, May 3, 2002, as amended at 70 
FR 73388, Dec. 12, 2005; 73 FR 410, Jan. 3, 2008] 

§ 622.18 South Atlantic snapper-group-
er limited access. 

(a) General. The only valid commer-
cial vessel permits for South Atlantic 
snapper-grouper are those that have 
been issued under the limited access 
criteria specified in the Fishery Man-
agement Plan for the Snapper-Grouper 
Fishery of the South Atlantic Region. 
A commercial vessel permit for South 
Atlantic snapper-grouper is either a 
transferable commercial permit or a 
trip-limited commercial permit. 

(b) Transfers of permits. A snapper- 
grouper limited access permit is valid 
only for the vessel and owner named on 
the permit. To change either the vessel 
or the owner, an application for trans-
fer must be submitted to the RA. 

(1) Transferable permits. (i) An owner 
of a vessel with a transferable permit 
may request that the RA transfer the 
permit to another vessel owned by the 
same entity. 

(ii) A transferable permit may be 
transferred upon a change of ownership 
of a permitted vessel with such per-
mit— 

(A) From one to another of the fol-
lowing: husband, wife, son, daughter, 
brother, sister, mother, or father; or 

(B) From an individual to a corpora-
tion whose shares are all held by the 
individual or by the individual and one 
or more of the following: husband, wife, 
son, daughter, brother, sister, mother, 
or father. The application for transfer 
of a permit under this paragraph 
(b)(1)(ii)(B) and each application for re-
newal of such permit must be accom-

panied by a current annual report of 
the corporation that specifies all share-
holders of the corporation. A permit 
will not be renewed if the annual re-
port shows a new shareholder other 
than a husband, wife, son, daughter, 
brother, sister, mother, or father. 

(iii) Except as provided in paragraphs 
(b)(1)(i) and (ii) of this section, a person 
desiring to acquire a limited access, 
transferable permit for South Atlantic 
snapper-grouper must obtain and ex-
change two such permits for one new 
permit. 

(iv) A transfer of a permit that is un-
dertaken under paragraph (b)(1)(ii) of 
this section will constitute a transfer 
of the vessel’s entire catch history to 
the new owner. 

(2) Trip-limited permits. An owner of a 
vessel with a trip- limited permit may 
request that the RA transfer the per-
mit to another vessel owned by the 
same entity. 

(c) Renewal. NMFS will not reissue a 
commercial vessel permit for South 
Atlantic snapper-grouper if the permit 
is revoked or if the RA does not receive 
an application for renewal within one 
year of the permit’s expiration date. 

[70 FR 73388, Dec. 12, 2005, as amended at 74 
FR 58913, Nov. 16, 2009] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 74 FR 58913, Nov. 
16, 2009, § 622.18(b)(1)(ii) was revised. This 
paragraph contains information collection 
and recordkeeping requirements and will not 
become effective until approval has been 
given by the Office of Management and 
Budget. 

§ 622.19 South Atlantic rock shrimp 
limited access off Georgia and Flor-
ida. 

(a) Initial applicability. (1) The meas-
ures in paragraph (a) of this section are 
applicable on November 2, 2009 through 
January 26, 2010. 

(2) For a person aboard a vessel to 
fish for rock shrimp in the South At-
lantic EEZ off Georgia or off Florida or 
possess rock shrimp in or from the 
South Atlantic EEZ off Georgia or off 
Florida, a limited access endorsement 
for South Atlantic rock shrimp must 
be issued to the vessel and must be on 
board. 

(3) A limited access endorsement for 
South Atlantic rock shrimp is valid 
only for the vessel and owner named on 
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the permit/endorsement. To change ei-
ther the vessel or the owner, a com-
plete application for transfer must be 
submitted to the RA. An owner of a 
vessel with an endorsement may re-
quest that the RA transfer the endorse-
ment to another vessel owned by the 
same entity, to the same vessel owned 
by another entity, or to another vessel 
with another owner. A transfer of an 
endorsement under this paragraph will 
include the transfer of the vessel’s en-
tire catch history of South Atlantic 
rock shrimp to a new owner; no partial 
transfers are allowed. No transfer of a 
limited access endorsement for South 
Atlantic rock shrimp will be allowed 
after November 2, 2009. 

(4) The RA will not reissue a limited 
access endorsement for South Atlantic 
rock shrimp if the endorsement is re-
voked or if the RA does not receive a 
complete application for renewal of the 
endorsement within 1 year after the en-
dorsement’s expiration date. 

(b) Subsequent applicability. (1) The 
measures in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion are applicable on and after Janu-
ary 27, 2010. 

(2) For a person aboard a vessel to 
fish for rock shrimp in the South At-
lantic EEZ off Georgia or off Florida or 
possess rock shrimp in or from the 
South Atlantic EEZ off those states, a 
Commercial Permit for Rock Shrimp 
(South Atlantic EEZ) must be issued to 
the vessel and must be on board. 

(3) Applications. No applications for 
additional Commercial Vessel Permits 
for Rock Shrimp (South Atlantic EEZ) 
will be accepted, except as follows: 

(i) Failure to renew. An owner of a 
vessel may apply for a Commercial 
Vessel Permit for Rock Shrimp (South 
Atlantic EEZ) and such permit will be 
issued provided the owner, 

(A) Had a limited access endorsement 
for South Atlantic rock shrimp; 

(B) Failed to request renewal of his 
or her endorsement within 1 year after 
the endorsement’s expiration date; and 

(C) Renewed his or her commercial 
vessel permit for rock shrimp within 1 
year after its expiration date. 

(ii) Inactive endorsement. An owner of 
a vessel may apply for a Commercial 
Vessel Permit for Rock Shrimp (South 
Atlantic EEZ) and such permit will be 
issued provided the owner, 

(A) Has a commercial vessel permit 
for rock shrimp; 

(B) Had a limited access endorsement 
for South Atlantic rock shrimp and; 

(C) Was unable to renew the endorse-
ment because the endorsement was 
‘‘inactive’’ for a period of 4 consecutive 
calendar years. ‘‘Inactive’’ means that 
the vessel with the endorsement did 
not land at least 15,000 lb (6,804 kg) of 
rock shrimp from the South Atlantic 
EEZ in a calendar year. 

(iii) Application period. Applications 
under paragraph (b)(3) of this section 
must be received by NMFS by January 
27, 2011. 

(iv) Continuity of ownership. An appli-
cant who believes he or she meets the 
permit eligibility criteria based on 
ownership of a vessel under a different 
name, as may have occurred when own-
ership has changed from individual to 
corporate or vice versa, must document 
his or her continuity of ownership. 

(c) Transfer of an existing permit. A 
Commercial Vessel Permit for Rock 
Shrimp (South Atlantic EEZ) is valid 
only for the vessel and owner named on 
the permit. To change either the vessel 
or the owner, a complete application 
for transfer must be submitted to the 
RA. An owner of a vessel with a permit 
may request that the RA transfer a 
valid permit to another vessel owned 
by the same entity, to the same vessel 
owned by another entity, or to another 
vessel with another owner. A transfer 
of a permit under this paragraph will 
include the transfer of the vessel’s en-
tire catch history of South Atlantic 
rock shrimp to a new owner; no partial 
transfers are allowed. 

(d) Renewal. The RA will not reissue 
a Commercial Vessel Permit for Rock 
Shrimp (South Atlantic EEZ) if the 
permit is revoked or if the RA does not 
receive an application for renewal of 
the permit within 1 year after the expi-
ration date of the permit. 

(e) Limitation on permits. A vessel for 
which a permit for South Atlantic rock 
shrimp is required may be issued either 
a Commercial Vessel Permit for Rock 
Shrimp (Carolinas Zone) or a Commer-
cial Vessel Permit for Rock Shrimp 
(South Atlantic EEZ), depending on its 
eligibility. However, no such vessel 
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may be issued both permits for the 
same period of effectiveness. 

[74 FR 50704, Oct. 1, 2009] 

§ 622.20 Individual fishing quota (IFQ) 
program for Gulf groupers and 
tilefishes. 

(a) General. This section establishes 
an IFQ program for the commercial 
components of the Gulf reef fish fishery 
for groupers (including DWG, red 
grouper, gag, and other SWG) and 
tilefishes (including goldface tilefish, 
blackline tilefish, anchor tilefish, 
blueline tilefish, and tilefish). For the 
purposes of this IFQ program, DWG in-
cludes yellowedge grouper, misty 
grouper, warsaw grouper, snowy group-
er, and speckled hind, and scamp, but 
only as specified in paragraph (b)(2)(vi) 
of this section. For the purposes of this 
IFQ program, other SWG includes 
black grouper, scamp, yellowfin group-
er, rock hind, red hind, and 
yellowmouth grouper, and warsaw 
grouper and speckled hind, but only as 
specified in paragraph (b)(2)(v) of this 
section. Under the IFQ program, the 
RA initially will assign eligible partici-
pants IFQ shares, in five share cat-
egories. These IFQ shares are equiva-
lent to a percentage of the annual com-
mercial quotas for DWG, red grouper, 
gag, and tilefishes, and the annual 
commercial catch allowance (meaning 
the SWG quota minus gag and red 
grouper) for other SWG species, based 
on their applicable historical landings. 
Shares determine the amount of IFQ 
allocation for Gulf groupers and 
tilefishes, in pounds gutted weight, a 
shareholder is initially authorized to 
possess, land, or sell in a given cal-
endar year. Shares and annual IFQ al-
location are transferable. See 
§ 622.4(a)(2)(ix) regarding a requirement 
for a vessel landing groupers or 
tilefishes subject to this IFQ program 
to have an IFQ vessel account for Gulf 
groupers and tilefishes. See 
§ 622.4(a)(4)(ii) regarding a requirement 
for a Gulf IFQ dealer endorsement. De-
tails regarding eligibility, applicable 
landings history, account setup and 
transaction requirements, constraints 
on transferability, and other provisions 
of this IFQ system are provided in the 
following paragraphs of this section. 

(1) Scope. The provisions of this sec-
tion apply to Gulf groupers and 
tilefishes in or from the Gulf EEZ and, 
for a person aboard a vessel with an 
IFQ vessel account for Gulf groupers 
and tilefishes as required by 
§ 622.4(a)(2)(ix) or for a person with a 
Gulf IFQ dealer endorsement as re-
quired by § 622.4(a)(4)(ii), these provi-
sions apply to Gulf groupers and 
tilefishes regardless of where harvested 
or possessed. 

(2) Duration. The IFQ program estab-
lished by this section will remain in ef-
fect until it is modified or terminated; 
however, the program will be evaluated 
by the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Manage-
ment Council every 5 years. 

(3) Electronic system requirements. (i) 
The administrative functions associ-
ated with this IFQ program, e.g., reg-
istration and account setup, landing 
transactions, and transfers, are de-
signed to be accomplished online; 
therefore, a participant must have ac-
cess to a computer and Internet access 
and must set up an appropriate IFQ on-
line account to participate. The com-
puter must have browser software in-
stalled, e.g. Internet Explorer, 
Netscape, Mozilla Firefox; as well as 
the software Adobe Flash Player 
version 9.0 or greater, which may be 
downloaded from the Internet for free. 
Assistance with online functions is 
available from IFQ Customer Service 
by calling 1–866–425–7627 Monday 
through Friday between 8 a.m. and 4:30 
p.m. eastern time. 

(ii) The RA will mail initial share-
holders and dealers with Gulf reef fish 
dealer permits information and in-
structions pertinent to setting up an 
IFQ online account. Other eligible per-
sons who desire to become IFQ partici-
pants by purchasing IFQ shares or allo-
cation or by obtaining a Gulf IFQ deal-
er endorsement must first contact IFQ 
Customer Service at 1–866–425–7627 to 
obtain information necessary to set up 
the required IFQ online account. Each 
IFQ participant must monitor his/her 
online account and all associated mes-
sages and comply with all IFQ online 
reporting requirements. 

(iii) During catastrophic conditions 
only, the IFQ program provides for use 
of paper-based components for basic re-
quired functions as a backup. The RA 
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